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2010 Rate Adjustment
Effective January 1, 2010, the District will raise water rates by approximately 5% for residential and commercial 
customers and will raise street light rates by 45 cents per month.

In 2008, the District hired a rate consultant to provide a • nancial forecast to determine the adequacy of existing 
rates.  The consultant determined the District would need to collect a 5% overall rate increase in 2010 to be able 
to fund system upgrades and annual debt service, as well as ongoing maintenance and operations.  The District 
placed a notice in the Seattle Times and on its website for a public rate hearing.  After conducting the public hear-
ing at its regular District Board meeting October 21, 2009, the Board passed a resolution to amend the District’s 
water rates to become effective January 1, 2010.

Highline Water 
District has relied 
heavily on low 
interest Public 
Works Trust Fund 
(PWTF) loans 
for water system 
upgrades.  Due 
to budget cuts at 
the State level, 
PWTF loans are 
no longer avail-
able.  The District 
will need to utilize 
cash reserves or 
sell revenue bonds 
at higher interest 
rates to pay for 
capital improve-
ments made to its 
water system. 

One positive 
change for custom-
ers is the • rst tier of lower priced water used during summer months (June to September) will go from 400 cubic 
feet to 500 cubic feet per month, or 1,000 cubic feet in a bi-monthly billing period.  This change along with the deci-
sion to not increase the higher tier summer rate will keep summer water bills more manageable.

The average single-family residential (SFR) customer using 700 cubic feet (7 c.c.f.) of water per winter month (Oc-
tober to May) will see his water bill increase by $3.04 per month.  The average SFR customer using 1,000 cubic 
feet (10 c.c.f.) of water per summer month (June to September) will see her water bill increase by $1.78 per month. 

2010 Water Rates



Willy Water in Des Moines Parade

Willy Water at SeaTac 
International Days

  Matt Everett congratulates 
1 of the 12  Calendar Contest 

winners

“Providing safe, clean water to South 
King County Residents Since 1946”

   33rd Legislative District

On August 18th, two WA State Representatives from the 33rd 
District visited Highline Water District for a legislative recep-
tion.  Representative Dave Upthegrove and Representative Tina 
Orwall met with commissioners and staff from both Highline and 
Midway Districts.  We gave them a short presentation about the 
two Districts and discussed some past and future legislative 
issues that affect the Districts, such as reinstating the Public 
Works Trust Fund.  Highline’s tapping team demonstrated how 
to install a water service in 1 min, 13 sec. in front of the District’s 
of• ce.  We then took them on a tour of Highline’s Tyee Treat-
ment Plant and Midway’s Sewer Treatment Plant.  

Matt Everett, Gerald Guite, Kathleen Quong-Vermeire, Dave Upthegrove, Jack
Hendrickson, Dan Johnson and Ken Case

Project #07-1 490 Zone Improvements

The purpose of this project is to improve • re 
! ow, system reliability and water pressures 
throughout the west side of the District, (west 
of Paci• c Hwy South between S 170th St. to S 
272nd St.) The project includes the installation 
of a new variable frequency drive pump and 
generator and the installation of 10,500 linear 
feet of 8” diameter distribution main in the North 
Hill and Normandy Park areas of the District.  In 
Addition, a new 12” diameter 1,250’ transmis-
sion main will be installed along S. 208th St. 
between 5th Ave S. and 1st Ave S.  This project 
also includes the installation of four new pres-
sure reducing valve stations in the Des Moines 
area west of Paci• c Hwy South, between S. 
240th St. and S. 272nd St. to reduce the cur-
rently high water pressure and number of water 
system breaks. Also, approximately 4,500’ of 
12” diameter water main will be installed along 
25th Ave S between Kent-Des Moines Hwy and 
Highline Community College to improve • re 
! ows.  Construction is anticipated to be com-
pleted in March, 2010.

Project #08-1 
Salt Air Hills –     
Water Main 
Replacement

This capital 
project is a joint 
effort between 
Midway Sewer District and Highline Water 
District.  Highline will replace nearly two miles 
of under-sized and aging water mains in an 
area between Paci• c Hwy South and 20th Ave 
S, and between S. 248th St and S. 252nd St.  
The work includes new 12”, 8”, and 6” diameter 
ductile iron water main, gate valves, hydrants, 
and copper water services to individual meters.  
Midway will replace all sewer mains and later-
als in approximately the same location to im-
prove system reliability and reduce in! ow and 
in• ltration into the sewer system.  Afterwards, 
all affected roads will be resurfaced with new 
pavement and work areas restored to the same 
or better condition.  Construction is anticipated 
to be complete in late 2009.

For a complete list of CIP projects, please go to 
our website @ www.highlinewater.org/cip.htm.   

C.I.P  Projects


